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0 1

Salam Bersih and Salam Malaysia Baru.

Riding on the opportunities presented 
to us with the historic change in 
federal government in 2018, Bersih 
2.0 continued to push for the many 
electoral and institutional reforms 
that we have demanded over our 13 
years existence. 

Being part of the Electoral Reform 
Committee (ERC) has given us access 
to engage with political parties on both 
sides of the divide and government 
agencies that we would otherwise 
be hard-pressed to reach. With such 
access we were able to conduct many 
consultation workshops, both as part 
of the ERC or in partnership with the 
ERC. 

A key area of advocacy that 
we introduced in 2019 was to 
initiate discussions on changing 
electoral system to a proportional 
representation (PR) system or a 
mixed system of First-Past-The-Post 
(FPTP) and PR. Workshops were 
conducted with the ERC and our 
partner ENGAGE in Peninsula, Sabah 

“ ”and Sarawak and we have witnessed 
an increase in discussion both for 
and against changing the system. We 
are encouraged by the discussions as 
we believe that this is an opportune 
time to consider re-engineering our 
election system to one that gives fairer 
representation to women, minorities 
and gives better representation to all 
voters. We also want to see a system 
that de-incentivized politicians from 
playing up communal politics that is 
divisive and dangerous in our multi-
ethnic society.

Another innovative idea Bersih 2.0 
proposed was for the establishment 
of a unique  address  registration 
system  in Malaysia. In analyzing the 
many issues we have with the current 
electoral roll, we realized that one 
of the main problem has to do with 
how addresses are processed by the 
National Registration Department 
(NRD), from where the EC derive the 
data for the electoral roll. Currently 
there is no definitive registry for 
addresses and no means for the NRD 
to verify the accuracy or authenticity 
of addresses submitted by MyKad 
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applicants. We held a workshop that 
brought together many stakeholders 
from the public, private and civil sector, 
as well as experts from the United 
Kingdom and Australia to discuss the 
proposal to setup a national registry 
that would resolve not only electoral 
roll issues but many administration 
and analyses shortcomings in all 
sectors.

Throughout  the year we worked 
closely with the ERC, Election 
Commission, political parties and civil 
society to come up with proposal for 
a Code of Ethics for elections and 
amendments to the Election Offence 
Act 1954. This process will continue in 
2020.

Overall, 2019 has been a very 
hectic year for Bersih 2.0 with the 
5 by-elections we monitored, 9 
workshops/forum we organised, 65 
press statements issued, and 9 press 
conferences held. A very important 
step we took was to help setup a 
new coalition to push for local council 
elections called Gabungan Demokrasi 

Tempatan (DEKAT) or Coalition for 
Local Democracy in August 2019. 
Bersih 2.0 acts as the secretariat to 
this new coalition and 2020 will be a 
greater push by DEKAT to advocate 
for the restoration of local council 
elections. 

I am grateful to the dedicated team 
that is behind Bersih 2.0, the other 
six Steering Committee members and 
the 5-member Secretariat headed 
by our Executive Director, Mr Yap 
Swee Seng. Without this team and 
the support of our resource persons 
and volunteers, we would not have 
been able to achieve what we did in 
2019. I look forward to another fruitful 
year as we push for more reforms to 
be codified in law, for elections to 
be cleaner and fairer and our key 
institutions to be empowered and be 
more independent.

Satukan Tenaga, Malaysia Baru.

Demi Rakyat, 
Thomas Fann
Chairperson of Bersih 2.0
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0 2

The Coalition for Clean and Fair 
Elections (better known by it’s  Bahasa 
Malaysia name “BERSIH”) started out 
as the Joint Action Committee for 
Electoral Reform, which was formed in 
July 2005, and the coalition’s objective 
was to push for a thorough reform of 
the electoral process in Malaysia.

The   original  Committee  was  
comprised of members from 
the political parties, as well as 
representatives from the following  
NGOs:  Suara Rakyat Malaysia 
(SUARAM), Women’s Development 
Collective (WDC) and Writers Alliance 
for Media Independence (WAMI). 
It was officially launched on 23 

November 2006 in the Malaysian 
Parliament building lobby and 
released its first joint communiqué 
that defined its mid-term and long-
term objectives to campaign for clean 
and fair elections in Malaysia. 

BERSIH organised the first public 
demonstration on 10 November 2007, 
which saw thousands of ordinary 
Malaysians take to the streets in 
support of clean and fair elections. 
The campaign contributed greatly to 
the fall of five state governments to 
the opposition and the denial of two-
third majority of Barisan Nasional in 
the parliament for the first time since 
1969.    

ANNUAL REPORT 2019
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With opposition parties forming 
governments in five states, the time 
came for BERSIH to continue its 
crusade for clean and fair elections 
independent of any political party. 
BERSIH was thus re-launched as 
BERSIH 2.0, a coalition of like-minded 
civil society organisations unaffiliated 
to any political party. Our aim is to 
effectively monitor both sides of the 
political divide.

BERSIH 2.0 subsequently organised 
another four mega rallies for clean and 
fair elections in 2011, 2012, 2015 and 
2016, that eventually contributed to 
the peaceful and democratic change 
of government at the federal level in 
2018 for the first time in the history of 
Malaysia.

BERSIH 2.0 currently has 56 member 
organizations in the coalition.

Members of Secretariat
 Designation  Name
 Executive Director  Yap Swee Seng

 Program Officer  Lee Chung Lun

 Program Officer for Sabah and Sarawak  Mohd Asraf Sharafi bin Mohd Azhar

 Media Officer  Syazwani binti Mahmud, 
 Noor Fatinullah binti Othman 

 Administration Officer  Gan Yu Lin

 Designation  Name
 Chairperson  Thomas Fann

 Deputy Chairperson  Mohammad Faisal bin Abdul Aziz

 Vice Chairperson for Sabah  Beverly Joeman

 Vice Chairperson for Sarawak  Ann Teo

 Treasurer  Ngeow Chow Ying

 Committee Member  Alex Johnson, Ng Geok Chee

 Resource Person  Professor Wong Chin Huat, 
 Lim Wei Jiet, Ng Wan Hua

Steering Committee of BERSIH 2.0 for 2018 – 2020
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0 3Overview of the 
work of  BERSIH 
2.0 in 2019“ ” 
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A Electoral Reform
Electoral reform remains as the key focus of BERSIH 2.0’s work 
in 2019 with most of the time and resources devoted to this 
area of work.

A.1 Working in the Electoral Reform Committee
BERSIH 2.0 continued to be involved 
in the work of the Electoral Reform 
Committee (ERC) under the Prime 
Minister’s Department via its 
representatives in the committee, 
chairperson Thomas Fann as the head 
of cluster 2 for electoral rolls and 
voters registration, resource person 
Prof Wong Chin Huat as the head of 
cluster 1 and 3 on electoral system 
and delimitation, executive director 
Yap Swee Seng and vice chairperson 
for Sarawak Ann Teo as committee 
member of cluster 4 on the conduct of 
election. 

An interim report by cluster 1, 2, 3 and 
4 have been submitted to the ERC in 
December 2019 to be included in the 
ERC interim report.
Besides  attending  the monthly  
meeting of  ERC in 2019, 

representatives of BERSIH 2.0 also 
participated in a series of consultation 
workshop held by ERC nationwide, 
including Penang (12 March 2019), 
Pahang (29 April 2019), Melaka (15 
July 2019), Negeri Sembilan (16 July 
2019), Johor (27 June 2019), Sabah 
(22-23 July 2019), Kelantan (8 August 
2019), Perak (15 August 2019), Kedah 
(20 August 2019), Perlis (21 August 
2019) and Sarawak (26-28 August 
2019).
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A.2 Launch of Electoral Reform Roundtable Report

In March 2019, as a follow-up the 
Electoral Reform Roundtable held at 
the parliament house in November 
2018, BERSIH 2.0 in collaboration 
with other co-organisers, namely Kofi 
Annan Foundation (KAF), International 
Institute for Democracy and Electoral 
Assistance (International IDEA, 
International Foundation on Electoral 
Systems (IFES), Global Bersih and the 
United Nations Development Program 
(UNDP) launched the official report of 
the Electoral Reform Roundtable.

The report makes 10 important 
recommendations to the Malaysian 
government on electoral reform, 
including moving towards a more 
proportional system that can 
promote national unity and centrism; 
address issues of over and under-
representation both between the 
States of Malaya, as well as within 
each State; the electoral rolls should 
be audited and managed in an open, 
inclusive and transparent manner; 

absentee voting should be extended to 
Malaysian voters living in neighbouring 
countries as well as those living further 
afield; the Election Commission and 
other authorities should play a role 
in monitoring political spending, 
electoral misconduct, and hate speech 
online; the regulation of political 
spending must be extended to political 
parties and third parties, both during 
and outside the campaign period, and 
to internal party elections; rules and 
guidelines should be drawn up for 
managing transitions in government, 
codifying best practice and caretaker 
conventions; election offences laws 
should be updated to clarify the 
roles and powers of the various 
state agencies; and the selection of 
Election Commissioners should be 
subject to scrutiny by a cross-party 
parliamentary committee, and the 
Election Commission should have 
operational independence in staffing 
and budgeting.

The launch of the 
Electoral Reform 
Roundtable report 
at the parliament. 
(14/3/2019)
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A.4 Consultation Meetings with Political Parties on 
Election Code of Ethics
As a follow-up to the expert meeting 
on election offences, BERSIH 2.0 
and ERC co-organised three regional 
consultation meetings on election 
code of ethics in Kota Kinabalu 
(25-26 July 2019), Kuching (29-30 
August 2019) and Kuala Lumpur 
(16-17 October 2019), followed by 
a national consultation meeting in 
Kuala Lumpur (28 November 2019). 

ANNUAL REPORT 2019

Expert meeting on election 
offences during campaigning 
period held in Kuala 
Lumpur. (23-24/3/2019)

An expert meeting to define more 
clearly the parameters of election 
offences was held on 23 and 24 March 
2019 in Kuala Lumpur in collaboration 
with the Election Commission (EC). 
The workshop brought together 
25 international and local electoral 
experts from EC, Electoral Reform 
Committee (ERC), civil society and the 
legal fraternity. 

The workshop adopted a guideline 
on election offences, which is useful 
and handy with a lot of inputs from 
EC, ERC and civil society in clarifying 
and defining parameters of election 
offences for the reference of all 
stakeholders.

Consultation on election code of ethics with 
Sarawak political parties in Kuching. 
(29-30/8/2019)

A.3 Expert meeting on election offences during 
        campaigning period
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A.5 Workshops on Mixed Member Proportional (MMP) 
and Constituency Delineation: Experiences of Germany 
and New Zealand for Malaysia’s Reference

In November 2019, BERSIH 2.0, ERC 
and ENGAGE co-organised three 
workshops named “Workshop on 
Mixed Member Proportional (MMP) 
and Constituency Delimitation: 
Experiences of Germany and New 
Zealand for Malaysia’s Reference” in 
Kuala Lumpur (12-13 November 2019), 
Kuching (15 November 2019) and 
Kota Kinabalu (17 November 2019). 
Electoral experts from Germany, New 
Zealand and United States were invited 
to provide input and share experiences 
from their respective countries where 
the MMP system is currently in use. 
All three workshops were attended by 
121 participants from CSOs, political 
parties and government institutions.

The workshops successfully 
introduced the MMP system as a 

possible alternative to the First-Past-
the-Post (FPTP) system that Malaysia 
is using for the consideration of all 
stakeholders. It also highlighted the 
possible solution of MMP system 
in resolving malapportionment and 
gerry-mandering in our existing 
election boundaries. Inputs were 

The consultation process engaged in 
total 25 political parties nationwide 
(8 from Sabah, 8 from Sarawak and 
9 from Peninsular Malaysia) from 
both sides of the political divide and 
managed to develop an election code 
of ethics and proposal of amendments 
to the Election Offences Act. The 
whole process brought together active 
participation of 226 participants with 

132 coming from political parties (106 
males, 26 females) while the rest from 
ERC, Election Commission, Bersih 2.0 
and legal experts and academicians. 

As a result, a proposal of election code 
of ethics has been developed and 
this code of ethics will be included 
in the ERC report as part of its 
recommendation to the government.

Professor Thomas Gschwend explaining 
the mixed proportional member system in 
Germany to representatives of political parties 
and civil society in Sabah. (17/11/2019)
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BERSIH 2.0 co-organised with ERC 
and the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government a workshop 
on “Establishing Unique Address 
Registration System in Malaysia: 
Towards a Modernised Address 
Registration and Management 
System” on 25-26 November 2019 
in Kuala Lumpur. The workshop was 
held as the first step to address a 
long-standing issue our country faces 
with how we register and manage 
addresses in the country. 

The workshop brought together 
68 participants,  including experts 
from the United Kingdom, Australia, 
Malaysia and users of address-based 
data from the public and  private 
sectors as well  as civil society actors 
and academic institutions and 
thinktanks to discuss the current 
status, the need for and the way 
forward to establish a national address 
registry with a unique identifier for 
each property in Malaysia.

The workshop found that currently 
the address format in Malaysia is non-

standardised and there is no means to 
verify the accuracy or the existence of 
addresses as there is no centralised 
and definitive address registry that is 
accessible by the public and private 
sector service providers. This has led 
to widespread data errors, abuses 
and frauds in the electoral roll, 
national citizenship registry, billing 
systems, delivery systems and other 
administrative issues.

To curb abuses and to improve 
efficiency of services and data analyses, 
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A.6 Workshop on Establishing Unique Address 
Registration System in Malaysia: Towards a Modernised 
Address Registration System and Management

Deputy director of National Registration 
Department, Jasri bin Kasim and Chief 
Statistician of Department of Statistics, Dr. 
Mohd Uzir Mahidin were among the speakers 
at the workshop on establishing unique address 
registry for the country. (26/11/2019)

also gathered from the stakeholders 
in Peninsular Malaysia, Sarawak and 
Sabah. The workshops have served as 
useful platform for all stakeholders to 

learn, debate and consider the reform 
of electoral system and the reform of 
election boundaries.   
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it was a consensus that a national 
registry of unique address for each 
and every property that is accessible 
to the public is necessary. This registry 
should be dynamically updated from 
the source, the addresses should 
adhere to the Malaysian Standard 
as found in MS2039:2006 and have 
a unique identifier code with link to 
geo-coded location information. The 
Unique Property Reference Number 
(UPRN) used in the UK in a good model 
for  Malaysia to emulate.

The workshop proposed that the 
local governments as the approving 

authority of properties and addresses 
in the country should be an integral 
party to the establishment and 
maintenance of such a national 
registry. The National Land Survey and 
Mapping Department (JUPEM) that 
does geo-coded location mapping of 
the country should be a key partner 
with the body that represents local 
governments.

A.7 Research on Inclusive Electoral Reforms in Malaysia
BERSIH 2.0 commissioned two researchers, Ho Yi Jian and Jeremy Lim 
Jiang Sheng of Sunway University to  conduct a fact finding study on 
the quality of  inclusivity of current electoral institutions,  producing an 

Please download the report of Inclusive Electoral Reforms in Malaysia at: 
https://bit.ly/InclusiveER

analysis detailing identified barriers and 
generate potential    recommendations 
for future reform in ensuring electoral 
inclusivity. Besides desk research, the 
study also included results of focus group 
discussions involving women, indigenous 
peoples, low-income groups and persons 
with disabilities, which identified the 
major barriers for the political and 
electoral participation of these traditional 
marginalized communities in Malaysian 
society.

Please download the report of 
this workshop at 
https://bit.ly/AddressRegistry

https://bit.ly/AddressRegistry
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Meeting with Parliamentary Select Committee on Major 
Appointments. (13/6/2019)

BERSIH 2.0 together with the Center to Combat Corruption and Cronyism (C4), 
National Human Rights Society (HAKAM) submitted a memorandum together 
with a proposal of amendment  bill on major appointments to the Parliamentary 

B.2 Meeting with the Parliamentary Select Committee 
       on Major Appointments

B Institutional and Parliamentary Reform
BERSIH 2.0 views parliamentary reform as one important 
key component of the institutional reform for democracy 
to make parliament more independent, transparent and 
effective to check and balance the executive and the 
judiciary.

B.1 Meetings with the Parliamentary Caucus on Reform
Two meetings were held with the chair of Parliamentary Caucus on Reform, 
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim and the members of the caucus at parliament to 
discuss and exchange views on institutional reform, especially electoral and 
parliamentary reform.

Select Committee on 
Major Appointments for its 
consideration. While the 
Select Committee admitted 
that its current mandate 
is limited, it welcomed the 
recommendations made by 
civil society and pledged to 
study the proposal made.
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Please download First Year Report 
Card of Pakatan Harapan at 
https://bit.ly/PH1stYear

First Year Report Card of Pakatan Harapan 
on Electoral, Political & Institutional 
reforms 2018-2019

B.4 First Year Report Card of Pakatan Harapan on     
Electoral, Political and Institutional Reforms 2018 – 2019

A report card to track and assess the 
performance of Pakatan Harapan 
government in implementing 
electoral, political and institutional 
reform was published in May 2019. 
The report noted the PH government 
has made commendable progress in 
reforming the institutions that guard 
our parliamentary democracy.”

The scoring was based on six specific 
promises and 44 sub-promises which 
were related to institutional reforms. 
Of the 44 sub-promises, Bersih noted 
that six were fulfilled, another six 
were partially fulfilled, eight are still 
in progress and another eight were 

B.3 The establishment of the Parliamentary Select 
        Committee on Elections  
Advocacy of BERSIH 2.0 in 2019 
had led to the establishment of the 
Parliamentary Select Committee 
on Elections, as announced by the 
Speaker of Dewan Rakyat, Tan Sri 
Mohamad Ariff Md Yusof,  in October 
2019, together with three others 
on human rights and constitutional 
affairs, international relations and 
trade and science, innovation and 

environment. This makes the total 
of parliamentary select committee 
to ten plus a caucus on reform and 
an All Party Parliamentarian Groups 
Malaysia as a platform on topics on 
common interest among members of 
parliament, senators, academicians, 
professional groups, civil society 
organizations and others.
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BERSIH 2.0’s election observers lodged 
police reports on election offences in the 
Semenyih by-election. (2/3/2019)

BERSIH 2.0 held the first candidate 
debate during the Cameron Highlands 
by-election. (23/1/2019)

C.1 Observation of By-election in Cameron Highlands, 
Semenyih, Rantau, Sandakan and Tanjung Piai

C Election Monitoring and Observation

Five by-elections were held during the 
year in Cameron Highlands, Semenyih, 
Rantau, Sandakan and Tanjung Piai. 
BERSIH 2.0 deployed a total of 37 
observers to observe in all five by-
elections. We focused on monitoring 
the conduct of election by the EC 
and election campaigns by political 
parties and candidates. As a result, 
we recorded 134 cases of election 
offences and misconducts in total and 
lodged four police reports on election 
offences in the Semenyih by-election. 

barely fulfilled, while 14 others were 
not fulfilled with two sub-promises 
were either broken or reversed.

BERSIH 2.0 also noted our concerns 
with how several critical reforms in the 

area of electoral reform are yet to be 
codified in the law and reminded the 
PH government to expedite reforms 
that do not require constitutional 
amendments.

However, no individual has been 
charged for any election offences.

BERSIH 2.0 made history in this by-
election by organising the first ever 
debate between election candidates 
and it was broadcasted live over 
national television via RTM TV1 and 
Astro Awani. Whilst attendance at the 
debate venue was poor, the recorded 
viewership from TV1 was 749,000 for 
the one-hour debate. 
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BERSIH 2.0 representatives joined 
international election observation 
mission in the 2019 Indonesia 
general election. (13-18/4/2019)

BERSIH 2.0 programme officer 
Lee Chung Lun took part in 
international election observation  
mission in the 2019 Sri Lankan 
presidential election. 
(30/10-19/11/2019)

C.2 International Election Observation Missions
Other than  observing  elections at local 
level, representatives from BERSIH 2.0 
also took part in international election 
observation missions as accredited election 
observers in the Indonesia general election,  
Solomon Islands  general  election, 
Tunisia presidential election and Sri Lanka 
presidential election.

Besides that, BERSIH 2.0 also received 
project funding from the Federal Foreign 
Ministry of Germany for the consultation 
workshops on MMP and constituency 
delimitation, and unique address 
registration system; and the Malaysia 
Reform Initiative for the workshops on 
developing election code of ethics.

BERSIH 2.0 executive director, Yap 
Swee Seng participated international 
election observation mission in 
Tunisia. (15/9/2019)
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First meeting to establish the Coalition for Local Democracy to campaign for local government 
elections. (17/8/2019)

In August 2019, BERSIH 2.0 together 
with Bersih Sabah, Bersih Sarawak, C4 
Centre, MyPJ, Penang Forum, Penang 
Local Council Elections Working 
Group, Save KL and Suaram launched 
Gabungan Demokrasi Tempatan 
(Coalition for Local Democracy or 
DEKAT), a new coalition aiming to 
increase democratic participation 
of people and communities in 
governance and supports programmes 
and activities that lead towards local 
government elections.

D.1 Launch of Coalition for Local Democracy (DEKAT)

D Restoration of Local Government 
Elections

The launch of DEKAT in Penang. 
(17/8/2019)
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D.3 Kampung Baru Paroi village chief election

The village chief election in Kampung 
Baru Paroi, Negeri Sembilan in 
July 2019 is the first local election 
held under the Pakatan Harapan 
government with support from 
state exco. BERSIH 2.0 provided 
recommendations to the organiser 
of the election prior to the election 

and conducted election observation 
on the day of election. The election 
was well organised and the result 
was accepted aby all, proving local 
government elections is possible and 
the way to go to ensure transparency, 
fairness and accountability in local 
democracy.

D.2 Collaboration with the Ministry of Housing and Local  
        Government

DEKAT has reached  an agreement 
with Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, YB Zuraida 
Kamaruddin to collaborate 
on research and consultation 
nationwide on restoring local 
government elections. The work 
is scheduled to start in 2020.

Discussing with Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, Zuraida Kamaruddin on restoring 
local government elections. (11/7/2019)

Village chief for Kampung Baru 
Paroi, Negeri Sembilan was elected 
through a local election supported 
by Negeri Sembilan state exco. 
(7/7/2019)
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F Special Project on Sarawak State Election
In collaboration with the ERC, 
BERSIH 2.0 conducted a consultation 
workshop on the election code of 
ethics and a workshop on mixed 
member proportional electoral system 
and constituency delimitation in 2019 
with participation of all major political 
parties from Sarawak.

Working with our endorsing member 
organization in Sarawak, the Persatuan 
Pemangkin Daya Malaysia (ROSE), 
BERSIH 2.0 has also started making 
preparation in 2019 to support the 
campaign of voter registration and 
training on election observation for 
volunteers in Sarawak in 2020.    

E Civic Education on Democracy for 
University Students

Following the lowering of voting age 
from 21 years old to 18 years old, civic 
and voter education for youth and 
students is more crucial in preparing 
them to be an informed voter in the 
next general election. We kicked 
start our civic education programme 
with a forum in University Malaya 
on 6 December 2019. The forum 
was co-organised by BERSIH 2.0 and 
University of Malaya’s Student Union 
to discuss issues on electoral reform 
with university students with panelists 
include EC member Zoe Randhawa 
and Kampung Tunku State Assembly 
person Lim Yi Wei.

Forum on democracy and electoral reform 
for students at University Malaya, with EC 
commissioner Zoe Randhawa and ADUN 
Lim Yi Wei among the speakers. (6/12/2019)

BERSIH 2.0 deputy chairperson Mohammad 
Faisal bin Abdul Aziz moderated the discussion 
at the National Seminar on Electoral Reform. 
(2/3/2019)
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G Communication, Outreach and 
Publications

In 2019, BERSIH 2.0 released a total of 65 press statements throughout the year 
and held nine press conference in relation to electoral and institutional reform.

BERSIH 2.0 also made 249 and 217 posting on Facebook and Twitter respectively 
in 2019. The number of new followers on Facebook and Twitter in 2019 is 2.1K 
and 378, making the total number of followers on Facebook and Twitter at the 
end of 2019 stand at 271K and 82.2K.    

BERSIH 2.0 released seven reports in 2019. 
Among them are:

The reports are available on http://www.bersih.org/resources/reports/.

Report of the 
Electoral Reform 
Roundtable Held 
at Parliament 
House,
Kuala Lumpur on 
30 November & 
1 December 2018

First Year Report 
Card of Pakatan 
Harapan on 
Electoral,Political 
& Institutional 
Reforms

Election 
Observation 
Report of 
By-election 
of Cameron 
Highlands

Election 
Observation 
Report of By-
election of 
Semenyih 

Election 
Observation 
Report of 
By-election of 
Rantau

Election   
Observation 
Report of By-
election of 
Sandakan

Election 
Observation 
Report of 
By-election of 
Tanjung Piai. 

01

02

03
04

05

06

07
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0 4 Key Achievements 
in 2019“ ” BERSIH 2.0 has made major strides in the following 

areas in 2019:
• The establishment of the Parliamentary Select Committee 
on Election in 2019 will provide an important independent and 
external oversight mechanism to the Election Commission and 
further institutionalize the reform;

• The tribunal on the misconduct of former election 
commissioners is the first in the history of Malaysia. Although 
it ended with the ruling that the exercise is academic following 
the resignation of these commissioners, it however established 
an important precedence and sent a strong message to all future 
commissioners and all other public servants, that they should 
behave as their misconduct may be held accountable with a 
change of government;

• Many of the grey areas in election offences are clarified 
and an election code of ethics has been developed in close 
consultation with political parties;

• Active participation of most political parties from both 
sides of the political divide, both in East and West Malaysia in 
electoral reform discussion, especially through the consultation 
on developing election code of ethics in a transparent manner;

ANNUAL REPORT 2019
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• Kick started the important discussion on the reform of 
electoral system and election boundaries, especially through the 
introduction of MMP system;

• For the first time, pulling together important stakeholders 
from public sector such as the Election Commission, National 
Registration Department (NRD), Department of Statistics of 
Malaysia (DOSM), Ministry of Housing and Local Government, 
Malaysia Commission on Multimedia and Communication (MCMC) 
and private sector such as Telekom Malaysia. Pos Malaysia, IT 
companies to discuss and explore electoral reform in relation to 
the address registration system in the country;

• Being a member of the ERC under the Prime Minister’s 
Department, BERSIH 2.0 was able to popularize various ideas on 
electoral reform for clean and fair elections nationwide through 
the consultation meetings organized by ERC covering all 13 states;

• Published the first comprehensive report card on the 
performance of Pakatan Harapan on electoral, political and 
institutional reform and provided the public a credible and 
objective reference to appraise the performance of Pakatan 
Harapan.    

First tribunal established in the history of Malaysia to hear if former members 
of Election Commission had committed misconduct. (1/4/2019)
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0 5Financial 
Report 
2019“ ” BERSIH 2.0 targeted to raise RM1.4 million to implement its programme for 

two years, 2019-2020. A fundraising campaign was launched in June 2019, 
including a fundraising dinner at Hotel Armada, Petaling Jaya on 20 July 2019. 
The fundraising campaign raised RM265,450 in 2019.

Besides that, BERSIH 2.0 also received project funding from the Federal Foreign 
Ministry of Germany for the consultation workshops on MMP and constituency 
delimitation and unique address registration system and the Malaysia Reform 
Initiative for the workshops on developing election code of ethics.   

ANNUAL REPORT 2019

A INCOME  Amount  Total 
Public Donation  342,011.90 

Kofi Annan Foundation  15,300.00 

Malaysia Reform Initiatives  277,347.00 

Federal Foreign Ministry of Germany  203,843.15 

TOTAL INCOME IN 2019  838,502.05 

B EXPENSES OF PROGRAMS

B.1 Electoral Reform Program

Electoral Exchange Visit with Indonesia  (1,350.00)

Expert Meeting on Election Offences  39,370.00 

Launch of Electoral Reform Roundtable Report  13,593.44 

Workshop on Election Code of Ethics  61,631.92 

Research on Inclusive Electoral Reform  14,334.00 

Workshop on Inclusive Electoral Reform  36,565.86 

Workshop on MMP and Constituency Delineation  79,993.25 

ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF BERSIH 2.0 FOR 2019
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Workshop on Unique Address Registration 
System

 11,867.64 

Workshop on Electoral Census  1,000.00 

Meetings of Electoral Reform Committee  1,301.34 

 258,307.45 

B.2 Local Government Elections Program  

Launch of Coalition for Local Democracy  4,731.78 

 4,731.78 

B.3 Election Monitoring and Observation Program

GE14 Pemantau Report  1,520.00 

Sungai Kandis by-election  196.12 

Balakong by-election  373.20 

Semenyih by-election  1,085.50 

Seri Setia by-election  62.05 

Cameron Highlands by-election  9,271.22 

Rantau by-election  1,177.90 

Sandakan by-election  5,348.88 

Tanjung Piai by-election  947.23 

 19,982.10 

B.4 Fund-raising Program  

Fundraising dinner expenses  29,654.00 

 29,654.00 

C Office Operations  

Office Overhead  130,103.59 

 130,103.59 

D Staffing

Salary, welfare & bonus  309,580.80 

 309,580.80 

TOTAL EXPENSES IN 2019  752,359.72 

BALANCE IN 2019  86,142.33 
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comrades who have contributed tremendously to the 
struggle of our movement over the years but have 
passed away in 2019:

• Ong Lai Mun, Bersih 2.0’s Vice-Chairperson for Southern           
               Peninsula from 2015-2018
• Pow Kiew An, key leader in the Sunflower Electoral EDucation 
              (SEED) movement and a warm supporter of Mama Bersih
• Ang Hean Leng, lawyer acting pro-bono for BERSIH 2.0
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